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Market share increases 
for DSL Systems 
Over the past year DSL Systems has further 
increased its market share, in particular in 
the UK. Our research shows that 
AutoPilot4Feed is being selected primarily 
for its optimising capabilities, ease of 
installation, expansion capabilities and 
simplicity of operation. A recent project is 
described below.

Dukes & Botley, Calne
The Calne mill was bought by Dukes and 
Botley in 2008. DSL Systems was selected 
to provide front to back control of the 
remodelled animal feed plant. This has been 
installed in phases as the remodelling of the 
mill has progressed. 

The control system now includes:

Driver operated intake and outloading•	

Optimising blending and press control•	

Seamless integration with •	
	 BMS 	commercial system

Re-usage of existing PLCs•	

Plan4Feed order scheduling•	

Power monitoring•	

Commenting at the successful completion of 
the project , Joseph Appleby, Managing 
Director at Dukes and Botley  said, “I believe 
that DSL’s AutoPilot4Feed is the best control 
system for any feed mill.”
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DSL launch Version 7 of 
AutoPilot4Feed & AutoPilot4Flour

The new version incorporates many 
important enhancements. Most significantly, 
the system has been ported on to 
Microsoft’s .net platform. This ensures true 
compatibility with Windows Vista and the 
soon to be released Windows 7 operating 
systems. Effective maintainability and 
continuity of the system have been 
future-proofed by DSL.

We have high hopes for Windows 7. DSL is 
currently trialling a system and we expect to 
be installing systems next year when its 
reliability is fully proven.

For larger systems, we use Windows Server 
for the control PC and we are starting to roll 

out systems on Windows Server 2008, 
released earlier this year.  There is a 
“Foundation” version of Windows Server 
2008, which is economical for smaller 
systems. It still provides the reliability of a 
true server system. But it has the limitation 
of only 15 workstations (clients) can 
be connected.

We have recently installed a number of 
systems with Thin Client PCs. These are PCs 
without a hard disk that run off the control 
(server) PC. They are easier to set up, more 
rugged and more reliable.

In general, we use Thin Client PCs around 
plants as operator work stations.

DSL is  launching Version 7.0 of AutoPilot4Feed and 
AutoPilot4Flour systems this autumn.These systems are 
specifically designed for the control of animal feed, pet food, 
premix, biomass and flour plants.
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More information for 
every operator

An update for 
your Hand Held PDA 

In those situations where we believe the 
operator or manager needs more 
information, we add float-over’s (the 
information appearing when the cursor 
hovers over an area on the screen for a few 
seconds). An example is the new float-over 
on bulk bins; this now displays the last batch 
(meals) or pellet press sequence number (for 
pelleted product). 

When a bin is clicked on, it brings up a bin 
contents form. This now has a ‘bin history’ 
button which shows the last 100 batches 
and / or pellet press runs to each bin.

We have now standardised our award 
winning Hand Held PDA on the new 
Intermec CK3 unit with built-in barcode 
reader, clearer display and easier-to-use 
buttons. The CK3 is a rugged device able to 
withstand repeated drops from 1.5m. The 
unit also has improved wireless security to 
satisfy the most stringent IT security policies. 
The software may be installed on any 
Windows Mobile device including smart 
phones, if required.

We have also added some additional 
functions enabling the CK3 to be used for 
intake control, downstream packing transfer 
and wanding bar-coded bags for stock 
control. The software has been ported to the 
latest Microsoft .net technology for future 
compatibility.

The shovel driver can control the intake 
using the Hand Held without leaving his cab.

The hand additives screen is now able to 
display a list of operational precautions for 
the operator to take, for example, ‘wear 
breathing mask’, ‘wear gloves’, and ‘wear 
glasses’. These can be user configured and 
assigned to raw materials as required.

With the latest version of AutoPilot4Feed, 
you can also configure events which appear 
as message boxes on the screen for the 
operator to perform some tasks, e.g. take a 
sample at a certain time, or adjust a setting. 
The operator then acknowledges this when 
the action has been completed.

From its launch, AutoPilot4Feed was designed to offer clear 
graphics and be easy to use. And we still continue that policy 
with clear visual presentations and a simple menu system, 
e.g. ‘Change’, ‘Feeder, ‘Parameters’. 

Ravi Raju 
expands DSL’s 
development team
DSL welcomes Ravi Raju, as the latest 
member of our software development team. 
Ravi joins us with a BSc in computer studies 
from the University of Wolverhampton. He 
will be developing software on the latest 
windows platforms in line with our well 
planned product strategy.
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Capturing drivers’ signatures S C Feeds, Stone
S C Feeds have upgraded their coarse 
feed mill control system to DSL Systems’ 
AutoPilot4Feed. All existing PLC and PC 
hardware was re-used making the 
upgrade very economical. Additionally, 
the new system includes DSL’s Hand 
Held system which allows the tipper truck 
driver to operate the intake while in his 
cab. The upgrade was completed in two 
days with a further two days to train 
operators and fine tune the system.

Improved integration  -  
commercial computer 
systems
We have recently enhanced the 
integration with commercial systems from 
SAP, BMS, Microsoft Dynamics AX 
(FeedAX) and FMS/FMM (USA). 

AutoPilot4Feed can now integrate with 12 
different commercial computer systems 
in four different ways with 31 integration 
functions. If you haven’t integrated with 
your office commercial computer system 
yet, please contact DSL and we will 
demonstrate the advantages to you.

New drug types/GM 
and organic materials
AutoPilot4Feed has been updated to 
reflect the recent changes to the legal 
categories for veterinary medicines. The 
following types may now be assigned to 
a raw material definition:-

AVM-GSL•	

NFA – VPS•	

POM – VPS•	

POM – V•	

CD•	

ZFA•	

SAES•	

In addition, raw materials can be 
classified as GM or Organic. You can also 
reserve bins for GM, Normal or Organic 
and the system will prevent the wrong 
type of materials from going to that bin.

Finished product code being delivered •	

	 to floor stocks

The displays can also scroll or show two 

alternate messages so that even smaller 

displays can show more information than 

can be fitted onto single displays at any 

one time.

More uses for large
LED displays

Net weight and product code for a truck                         •	
	 being filled

Vehicle registration number for the next 	•	
	 truck to go into an intake 

Raw material code and weight for •	
	 large manual weighments by a  
	 mechanised shovel

Large LED displays are very useful in providing drivers, 
operators and others with information when they are along 
distance from the equipment.

We use these to displays for almost any information such as:- 

AutoPilot4Feed’s weighbridge module has 
been further enhanced to automatically 
capture a driver’s signature using a 
‘signature pad’.

The signature is then stored with the 
transaction details and a ticket 
automatically printed.

The transaction is stored for up to 7 years 
and may be viewed on line with the signature 
and reprinted at a later date.

DSL joins AIC
Reflecting the significant volume of work 
that we do in the agricultural industry, DSL 
Systems has become an Associate member of 
the Agricultural Industries Confederation, AIC. 

We hope that our support of the AIC will 
assist the organisation in its aims of looking 
after the agricultural sector.



Update on moisture measurement

AutoPilot4Feed can connect to the moisture 
detector via either 4-20mA signals or by 
Ethernet which is faster, more accurate and 
normally cheaper. DSL engineers can now 
perform all the calibration and testing as a 
new routine has been incorporated into the 
AutoPilot4Feed system.

Please contact DSL if you would like us to 
explain the benefits of obtaining the correct 
moisture levels in product and for our advice 
on the best location for your moisture meter.

Faster and more 
efficient production

Improved production of moisture measurement systems and 
a favourable exchange rate have enabled Intelscan to reduce 
their pricing. Please contact DSL for latest price offering. 

Integration with packing 
systems and palletisers
AutoPilot4Feed can now link with bagging 
controllers and palletisers to automatically 
change the required settings for a new run. 
For example, palletisers may need to have 
the number of layers, number of bags per 
layer and pallet size set up. The packer and 
palletiser settings can be associated with 
the product. This reduces work load and 
prevent mistakes.

DSL is continuing its well planned product 
strategy for AutoPilot4Feed and 
AutoPilot4Flour to remain as the first 
preference for any feed mill, premix plant, 
pet food plant or flour mill. We invite 
customers to contact us to discuss their 
requirements and learn how we can assist 
their operations.

Training dates 
Advanced training:

17 - 18 March 2010; 
22 - 23 September 2010

Maintenance Engineers:

12 May 2010; 10 November 2010

Mill Managers:

21 April 2010; 20 October 2010

Crystal Reports:

10 - 11 March 2010; 
15 - 16 September 2010 

Please visit www.dsl-systems.com for 
further details and for a booking form,  or 
telephone us on +44 (0) 115 981 3700.

DSL heads to 
Victam Asia 2010
DSL Systems will be exhibiting at Victam 
Asia in Bangkok, Thailand, from 3 - 5 
March, 2010. If you are planning a visit to 
this event, we will be pleased to welcome 
you to our stand. Please contact us if you 
need any further information.
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One of the most inefficient areas of 
operating a feed mill and pet food plant is 
during product change over. The gap where 
the pellet press or extruder is empty can 
take up to 20+ minutes and often takes 
plenty of effort from the operator. 

AutoPilot4Feed can now allow some mills, 
notably in the ruminant sector, to achieve 
zero down time or “layered” changeovers. 
When two products are very similar 
(or changing over to a lower specification 
product) AutoPilot4Feed can run seamlessly 
from one product to another, keeping the 
feeder, conditioner, pellet press and 
cooler full.

AutoPilot4Feed times the change-over 

through the cooler, fat coater (if present) 
and alters the settings at the appropriate 
moment. It will even do a “flying 
changeover” on the route to the next 
finished product bin at the right moment 
without stopping anything. This method of 
operating is super efficient.




